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Mars Surveyor is a continuing juogia 1 Of Mars exploration employing investiga-
lions conducted from landodand orbiting platfonns, 1 he prograin focuses oo the
themes of life, climate andresources.miese thenes are conneeted by the.: common
thread of water on Mars. Frotnth: pers; wctive of R’.scarch disci plines, studics of the
past and present atmosphete of Mars fo:1ia centralelement of Mars Surveyor. The
first mission in the progran i< t he Mars Global Surveyor (MGS), an orbiter 10 be
launched in 1996 which reconerstyuchof the sience 1os with the, failure of Mars
Observer. MGS has a strong compones: of atmospheric science. In the 1998 oppor-
tunity, a lander will be placesd onthe bayered tenain of the, south polar region of
Mars. 11sinvestigations focos onundcs standing the form, quantity and behavior of
surface volatiles.In orbitanatmosphien, sounder and camcra wilhinap the structure
of the atmosphere, and the source s and sinks of volatiles. ‘1" his mission initiates the
US/Russian Mars Togethet Progiam. Mars SUrveyor roission plans also include an
orbiter and lander launched in 2007 and @ joint NASA/ESA mission which would,
in 2.003, provide a smallnctwo k ofthiee landers, canying mcleorology packages,
supported by an orbiter catiying i m atnnspheric sounder. Experiments on landers in
the 20017 or 2003 oppor tniticsmayind udetocasurements of the abundances of mi-
nor, trace and isotopic gases, 1 neretun, Of a sample from the surface of Mars is
planned for 2005. Itisprobablcthat «unples of the. atmosphere and perhaps water
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